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Leiji Matsumoto’s “Time Loop”—A Reconsideration

Yoshio Nakamura

Abstract
Maetel travels through the “Time Loop” on the Galaxy Express 999. When asked by Tetsuro Hoshino saying “where have you been so far?,”
“on the far-away ‘Time Loop,’” she replies. Such a nebulous concept of Leiji Matsumoto’s “Time Loop” has never been explained so far with
none other than a scientific theory like Einstein’s relativity theory. In this study, a first attempt was made to find links between the “Time Loop”
and Leiji Matsumoto’s own biographical contexts, i.e., Japanese science fiction and his home town Kokura, Kitakyushu after WWIIL.  Through
the critical challenge to shed a new biographical light on the “Time-Loop,” the reason why Maetel has to be born and what “life” streaming on the

“Time Loop” means for Leiji Matsumoto could be clarified.

Keywords: Leiji Matsumoto’s “Time Loop,” Maetel in the Galaxy Express 999, “Sareruya’s Woods,” Sexaroid, Kokura, Kitakyusyu, Japanese

Science Fiction after WWIIL.
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